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founder of their society, raised his voice against all outward
forms and ceremonies, as dangerous and blaspheming heretics.

In May, 1656, two women belonging to this new form of
faith, named Ann Austin and Mary Fisher, came to Boston
from England as Quaker missionaries. Their coming caused
profound excitement among the Puritans of Massachusetts.
In the absence of Endicott, the Governor, afterwards renowned
for his persecution of the Quakers, his deputy seized the two
ladies, confiscated their books, and called a Council to deal
with this advance-guard of heresy. After much anxious
deliberation an order was given for the books to be burnt
and the women to be closely imprisoned until they could
be sent back to England or conveyed elsewhere. For fear
of their communicating any heretical doctrines to the people
of Boston, no one was allowed access to them, and the
windows of their prison were boarded up. Here in the dark-
ness they were kept for five weeks, when they were put on
board a vessel bound for Barbadoes. It was lucky for them
they escaped with no further sufferings, for when Governor
Endicott returned he lamented that they had been sent off
without a flogging.

No sooner had Ann Austin and Mary Fisher departed than
eight other Quakers, of whom four were women, came to take
their place. Again the Boston magistrates exercised their
authority and clapped the strangers into prison.

The Governor and Council of Massachusetts then proceeded
to pass a series of Acts for the punishment and prohibition of
all Quakers and of any persons who should listen to them.
It was resolved that any shipmaster who should knowingly
bring in any Quakers should be fined jfioo, and required to
carry them away on pain of imprisonment, and tbat, before
being so removed, the Quakers themselves should be im-
prisoned with hard labour and flogged. The other colonies
foEowed this example, and enacted severe penalties against
the:*:heretics.' In Plymouth any person might seize a Quaker
without .a warrant, and take possession of his house,